John Fiske

born of Christian narrowness, and accompanied by
Christian intolerance. The most important of these
omissions I have inserted in manuscript, thus re-
storing the Essay, as nearly as is worth while, to
its original form.

The first article, written when I was nineteen
years old and had but recently become acquainted
with your Discovery, marks a transitional phase in
my thought. I was brought up in the most repul-
sive form of Calvinism in which I remained until I
was sixteen years of age. My skepticism, excited in
1858 by geological speculations, was confirmed In
the following year by the work of Mr. Buckle.

At the time when I reviewed Buckle I was just
passing out from Comtism. During six months of
incessant study and reflection my former idols were                 ;

all demolished.  Having successively adopted and                 ;

rejected the system of almost every philosopher                 j

from Descartes to Professor Ferrier, I began the                 '

year 1860 with Comte, Mill, and Lewes.   I then
favored the scheme of acquiring a general knowl-
edge of all the sciences in their hierarchical order                  I
as laid down by Comte, which scheme was eventu-
ally carried out. I first noticed your name in Mr.
Lewes*s little exposition of Comte early in 1860, and                  >
the extract from "Social Statics" there given led
me to put down my name for "First Principles/7                   ;
before there could have been as yet more than a
dozen subscribers,                                                                            ;

It is unnecessary to enter into further details.
The influence of your writings is apparent alike in                  \

every line of my writings and every sentence of my
conversation: so inextricably have they become in-
tertwined with my own thinking, that frequently

294 taken up in great style. Bully! is n't it? "
